
Cave Spring High School Required Summer Reading Guidelines:  
English Pre-AP 10  

 
 
Dear students and parents: 

All students who are enrolled in Pre-AP classes in grades 6-11 are required to read at least two books during the 
summer. Below are the guidelines and the reading list for English Pre-AP 10 students. We hope students will use the 
list as a starting point and choose other selections to read during the summer. Reading is the single most 
important factor attributed to school success. 
 
REQUIRED READING ASSIGNMENT ONE: 
All students enrolled in English Pre-AP 10 MUST read George Orwell’s 1984. You will receive a copy of this novel 
prior to the end of the 2020-2021 school year. This novel will be assigned to you and must be returned to your English 
Pre-AP 10 teacher at the beginning of the 2021-2022 school session. Students will take a test, which will cover plot, 
theme, character, and setting of the novel and write a formal essay. There will be no discussion and/or review of novel 
before the test. Students will participate in a Socratic-style seminar and contribute to group projects. 

 In 1984, Orwell creates a futuristic, dystopian world in which a totalitarian government uses modern technology to 
control individual thought and even reality itself. Part of this control is executed through the manipulation of 
language into a “doublespeak” of lies, rewritten history and propaganda. Many readers and critics compare the 
themes found in 1984 to popular novels, such as Hunger Games and Divergent. 

1. As you read, keep a dialectical journal (DJ) in the exact format of the one below. Your DJ will be used in the fall for 
this class only. No two DJs or DJ entries should be alike. Do not consult Spark Notes or other study guides in your 
reading. The only tools you may use are your brain and the novel. Plagiarized work will receive a zero. While reading, 
look for 15 quotations that you feel deserve further analysis. Then, using the chart format below, record three levels 
of analysis. Level One Response— paraphrased or explicit facts contained in the text or info accessible in other 
resources. Level one length will depend on length of quotation. Level Two Response— textually implicit, requiring 
analysis and interpretation of specific parts of the text (at least two-three well-developed sentences). Level Three 
Response— open-ended and go beyond the text. Thematic statements that can be tied directly to the text but do not 
restate. This response should comment on the human condition (at least one well-developed thematic sentence). 
 
Example: 

Quotation (and page 
number) 

Level One Response: 
Summary/Paraphrase 

Level Two Response:  
Analysis/Interpretation 

Level Three Response: 
Thematic Response 

 
 
 “On each landing, opposite 
the lift shaft, the poster with 

the enormous face gazed 
from the wall. It was one of 
those pictures which are so 

contrived that the eyes 
follow you about when you 

move. BIG BROTHER IS 
WATCHING YOU, the caption 

beneath it ran” (3). 

 
A poster of a man whose 

eyes follow you is on every 
landing of the apartment 

complex. This poster and the 
message below it are the 
first images you see when 

you exit the elevator. 
 

 
Big Brother is introduced and 
characterized immediately as 
having the uncanny ability to 
unnerve the ordinary citizen, 

letting him know that 
nothing will go unobserved. 

This image intends to 
overwhelm the individual 

and does so with its size and 
commanding text. 

 
The suggestion that privacy 

can be taken away is enough 
to enforce order and 

submission. 

 
Your DJ needs to be: 

• Typed in Microsoft Word, or another similar Word-style program 
• Use the EXACT format in the example, which is a four-column chart.  
• Include your name  
• Be printed and ready to hand in at the beginning of our second block of class 

 
           Turn over  



 
2. Answer the following in at least one well-developed paragraph (one paragraph per question), providing textual 
evidence (quotation—note page number) for each response.  

1. In what ways is Oceania not only morally and spiritually bankrupt but physically ugly and bleak as well? 
2. One of the party slogans is “Who controls the past controls the future; who controls the present controls 
the past.” What theme of the novel is directly illustrated by this slogan? 
3. The Party closely monitors individuals’ activities. In what ways does Winston rebel against this 
surveillance? In what way does Winston conform to Party expectations? 
4. One of the themes of 1984 is that language is a powerful tool for determining how people view the world. 
How do the slogans introduced in Part One illustrate this theme? 
5. The Party depends on doublethink to control the minds of Party members. How does doublethink work? 
6. How do the activities of the Outer Party tend to destroy individuality? 
7. Winston finds hope in only two groups of society, the Proles and the Brotherhood. How do both groups 
fail him? 
8. How does Orwell use the paperweight as a symbol in 1984? 
 

Your study-guide questions need to be: 
• Typed in Microsoft Word, or another similar Word-style program 
• Include your name 
• Be printed and ready to hand in at the beginning of our second block of class 
• Just as with your DJs, you may only use your brain and book for this part of the assignment 

 
REQUIRED READING ASSIGNMENT TWO: 
In addition to 1984, each student must read a novel from the following list. Following our 1984 assessments and 
activities, students will lead a discussion on their novel choice.  Students do not need to complete a formal DJ, 
discussion questions, or essay for this novel choice. These novels can be found at any public library, bookstore, or 
discounted online book seller: 

The Joy-Luck Club  Amy Tan  
Invisible Man  Ralph Ellison  
The Color Purple  Alice Walker  
The Poisonwood Bible Barbara Kingsolver  
Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe  
Slaughterhouse Five Kurt Vonnegut  
The Bell Jar Silvia Plath  
Atonement Ian McEwan 
Night Elie Wiesel 

Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen 
A Thousand Splendid Suns Khaled Hosseini 
Anansi Boys Neil Gaiman 
The Book Thief Markus Zusak 
The House on Mango Street  Sandra Cisneros 
Catcher in the Rye J. D. Salinger 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
The Princess Bride William Goldman 
The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini (2003)

*DISCLAIMER: Pre-AP level reading materials may contain adult content, language or themes. Please survey your 
child’s choice of book before he/she begins 

**NOTE If a student drops English Pre-AP 10, the grades from the summer assignments may accompany 
him/her to English 10. Please carefully consider the criteria before enrolling in English Pre-AP 10.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail me at kbrubaker@rcps.us. I look forward to meeting you!  

 

Happy reading! 

Mrs. Brubaker  

See next page for permission form.  

http://www.amazon.com/Khaled-Hosseini/e/B001HCX9N0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Neil-Gaiman/e/B000AQ01G2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
mailto:kbrubaker@rcps.us


 

Please detach this sheet from the packet and sign below; then, return the bottom portion of this form to your 9th 
grade English teacher, by Friday, May 14 indicating your understanding and acceptance of the above criteria for 
English Pre-AP 10. Your signatures indicate that you understand and accept: 1. the student is personally 
responsible for completing the required summer reading assignment by the due date, 2. the summer reading 
assignments make up a large portion of the first nine weeks curriculum and grades, 3. the summer reading 
assignments WILL NOT be accepted late, and 4. Pre-AP level reading materials may contain adult content, 
language or themes. Please survey your child’s choice of book before he/she begins. 

Parent printed name: ________________________________________  

Parent signature: ____________________________________________ 

Student printed name:________________________________________ 

Student signature:___________________________________________ 

 

 

 

IF SOLELY ONLINE AND/OR DO NOT SEE ENGLISH TEACHER AT SCHOOL, PLEASE CLICK THE FOLLOWING LINK TO 

ACKNOWLEDGE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vbuA6IRezkqzXK3lWwfejg-

KBve9qqtHrp7EmlOEiilUNEdZR0ZIOTRXRVVBOVhLREdVQk1HR0FTTy4u 


